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Against All Odds: Great Women Mathematicians

Women have, over centuries, faced great difficulty in pursuing a career, 

particularly so in science; and even among the sciences, mathematics is singled 

out as a specially "unfeminine" activity by society. Yet there have been some 

women who have great mathematical achievements to their credit; and they 

have done it despite the most adverse circumstances. Their number, of course, 

is small, given the society's negative attitude to their pursuit of mathematics. In 

this talk I will outline the profiles of some of these great women mathematicians 

and their mathematics.
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Professor Raghunathan is well-known for his work on discrete subgroups of Lie groups, the 

congruence subgroup problem and the Dani-Raghunathan conjecture in ergodic theory. His 

book titled "Discrete subgroups of Lie groups", published in 1972, is considered as a classic 

in the area. 

Professor Raghunathan is bestowed with many honours including the Fellowship of the Royal 

Society (2000) and the Padma Bhushan (2012).


